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Residents Assn Blasts RIOC
For Haphazard Development

by Selwa Habib
A new Second Avenue subway line will bring relief to Roosevelt Island com-

muters and F Train riders.  Or will it?
A map issued by the MTA indicates that Roosevelt Island riders will still

face the rush-hour’s overcrowded F train, at least from here to 63rd/Lex,
where the F will offer transfers to the T or Q on the proposed Second
Avenue line.

It’s possible that trains passing through Roosevelt Island will
actually become more crowded as Queens passengers choose the
F line for its transfer access to the Second Avenue line.

 The full length of the Second Avenue subway project
from 125th Street to the World Trade Center has been di-
vided into minimal operating segments consisting of four
phases.  The first phase will include stops at 72nd, 86th,
and 96th Streets.  At the 63rd/Lex stop, the new T line will link onto
the existing Q line, providing riders a no-transfer ride from the Upper
East Side to Times Square, Wall Street, and Brooklyn.

F Train riders will not need to ride down to 47th Street to get a transfer to the
west side, nor would they need to leave the station to transfer to the Lexington
Avenue line at 59th Street and Lexington.  They will be able to transfer in-
station, at 63rd Street, to the Q, which will link them to the N, R, W, 1, 2, and 3
trains on the West Side, and the 4, 5, and 6 on the East Side.

On Saturday, January 28, Congresswoman Carolyn B. Maloney (D-Man-
hattan, Queens) discussed progress in planning the Second Avenue subway
at a town-hall meeting held on the Upper East Side.  Manhattan Borough
President Scott Stringer, Assemblymember Jonathan Bing, and Councilmembers
Jessica Lappin and Dan Garodnick joined her in expressing support for the
projects.  The MTA’s Joseph Petrocelli and Audrey Heffernan gave a PowerPoint
presentation on the project, and Christopher Jones of the Regional Planning As-
sociation discussed its importance to the economic success of the areas to be
served.

Maloney expressed optimism about progress.  “The Second Avenue subway and

by Linda Heimer
A group of about 20 Islanders eager to participate in eleven weeks of

Community Emergency Response Training (CERT) wants to expand the
size of the group to 30 or 40 or more in order to qualify for on-Island
sessions.

The training is done by the New York City Office of Emergency Man-
agement (OEM) one night a week in sessions running two to three hours.
Island sessions will start the week of March 6 (specific evening to be
determined).

Rivercross resident Vicki Feinmel is collecting names.  To express in-
terest and receive notification about program specifics, call her at
212-223-1108 by Friday, February 17.  The training is free and open only
to those 18 and over.  Participants get a free emergency “go-bag” upon
completion of the course.

The CERT concept originated in Los Angeles.  It recognizes that in a
catastrophic disaster, citizens may be on their own for a time while wait-
ing for help, and need to help themselves, their families, and their neigh-
bors.  The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) took the
program nationwide.

Participants in the program incur no obligation in terms of emergency
response, but learn emergency coordination procedures, some basic tri-
age, basic first aid, and how to communicate with responding agencies in
emergency situations.  Participants are subjected to a background check.

The program includes an annual refresher course, and missed ses-
sions can be made up at the end of the course.

The Residents Association
(RIRA) has lambasted the
Roosevelt Island Operating Corpo-
ration (RIOC) for abandoning com-
munity planning in its most recent
development moves.

RIRA’s Common Council has
adopted a position paper conclud-
ing that RIOC’s most recent offer-
ing of development parcels on the
Island, and its intent to sell off re-
tail space and its Motorgate inter-

est to private parties, amount to an
abandonment of key qualities that
make the Island a desirable place
to live.

“The Residents Association...
has serious objections to each of
these proposals and to RIOC’s ap-
proach to its development and
management responsibilities in gen-
eral,” says the position paper, which
is reprinted in this issue of The
WIRE in The RIRA Column on page
3.  The paper decries RIOC’s re-
peated departures from the Island’s
General Development Plan (GDP)
without creating a replacement
plan.  “These new [development]
proposals have been formulated
without any public discussion on
RIOC’s vision of how the Island
should be developed; how resi-
dents, workers, or visitors will ac-
cess and exit the Island; or how its
commercial property and public fa-
cilities should be managed.  In other
words, RIOC has chosen to ignore
the GDP without ever discussing
how it should be replaced.”

The paper goes on to suggest
that RIOC’s latest offerings have
the earmarks of a last-minute deal
by the outgoing Pataki administra-
tion: “In private discussions with
some of the resident RIOC Board
members, [we have learned that]
these proposals were created and
marketed without their knowledge
or approval.  One can only conclude
that they were formulated as last-
minute giveaways by the
Governor’s office and the DHCR.”

The paper criticizes RIOC’s cur-

rent planning on seven points:
• Reduction in economic, racial,

and ethnic diversity
• Failure to consider transporta-

tion needs
• Loss of parkland and recre-

ational facilities
• Loss of the steam plant
• Parking, delivery, and shopper

concerns for a proposed “big box”
retailer

• Possible loss of vital commer-
cial services

• Lack of an overall plan
The paper was just made avail-

able for publication.  RIOC has is-
sued no response but has rarely
responded to such pronounce-
ments by the Residents Associa-
tion.  In his last RIOC Column for
The WIRE, however, RIOC Presi-
dent Herb Berman wrote, “...the fi-
nancial structure underpinning our
Island is often misrepresented or
misunderstood by some Island ac-
tivists.”  He concluded the column,
“We encourage you to attend the
RIOC Board meetings and join in
the discussion about the future of
our Island.”  However, only a hand-
ful of RIOC Board meetings each
year invite resident comment, and
then only after a meeting has con-
cluded with votes taken and deci-
sions made.

RIOC’s real-estate consultant,
who receives commissions on his
deals, will present the results of the
most recent foray into the real-es-
tate market in a public session Thurs-
day (February 16) at 6:00 p.m., in
Good Shepherd Community Center.

Photo:  Trevor Augustus Brown

Group Seeks Participants for
Emergency Response Training

Progress on 2nd Avenue
Subway Raises Questions
For Island Commuting

See Subway, page 6

Grandpa Al Lewis Is Dead –
A Character Actor, He Was Also
An Activist with Real Character
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Capri Pizza Shut
RIOC has evicted Capri Pizza for

non-payment of rent.  The store is
padlocked and a Marshal’s notice
is posted in the window.

by Sharon Bermon
Al Lewis, best known for his

iconic role as Grandpa Munster in
the hit television series The
Munsters  but also a familiar pres-
ence on Main Street, died in his
Roosevelt Island apartment on
February 3 with his wife and part-
ner, Karen Ingenthron at his side.
He had been in failing health for
several years following a mishap
during routine surgery.

Recognized everywhere he went
and loved by millions, Lewis was
one of a select group of celebrities
who used his fame to promote a
cause.  For Al Lewis, candidate for
governor of New York in 1998, a
popular talk show host on the pro-
gressive radio station WBAI, and
an activist who picketed Albany for
years urging reform of the

Rockefeller drug laws, the cause
was social justice.  He was the rare
performer who was able to tran-
scend the limits of his profession.

But Al Lewis was first and fore-
most a personality.  From Karen
Ingenthron: “Al loved being a per-
former.  He liked nothing more than
making people laugh.  He thought
that was his purpose in life, because
laughter is healing.”  His talent ap-
peared effortless, but he worked at
it, studying for 18 years with the
method-acting coach Paul Mann.

Al Lewis was always on stage,
most famously the small screen of
television, first as Officer Leo
Schnauzer in his first hit show, Car
54, Where Are You? from 1961 to
1963, and then, after a year, re-
united with his Car 54 co-star, Fred
Gwynne, this time playing the clas-
sic Grandpa Munster, along with a
cast that included Gwynne as the
hapless Herman, the child Eddie
and the daughter Marilyn.  The
show made him famous.  Decades
after The Munsters went off the air,
Lewis was recognized by his fans
wherever he went.

Fame was a mixed blessing. It
gave him a recognizable voice and
allowed him to pursue many things
that gave him pleasure, but he
would spend the rest of his life
fighting his typecasting as a
clueless vampire. Although he re-
mained active in his profession,
performing in dozens of roles on
shows with names that bring a
smile of recognition (Taxi, Green
Acres, Here’s Lucy, Love American
Style) Lewis would never again star
in a major show.

Performing was in his blood, be-
ginning with his early jobs when
the circus came to Brooklyn, and

See Grandpa, page 2
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To the Editor:
Let me comment on three mis-

leading points made in RIOC Presi-
dent Herbert Berman’s last column
(January 28) which purports to ex-
plain the Island’s financial struc-
ture that he claims is “often mis-
represented or misunderstood by
some Island activists.”

1.  First, Mr. Berman incorrectly
asserts that RIOC “owns the land
beneath the buildings.”  The City
of New York owns the land, not
RIOC.  Under a “Master Lease,” the
City leased it in 1969 for 99 years to
UDC, a predecessor of RIOC.  In 2068,
some 62 years from now, all that has
been created here by UDC/RIOC, as
well as all of the residential buildings,
must be turned over to the City.

2.  Secondly, Mr. Berman mislead-
ingly asserts that “since owners
leaving Mitchell-Lama require ad-
ditional capital to finance a pur-
chase or upgrade the building –
they want to extend ground leases
to meet financial institutions’ lend-
ing requirements.”  While some
buildings may seek mortgages to
pay for capital improvements, they
seek to leave the Mitchell-Lama
system mainly to unlock the mar-
ket value of their apartments.  The
present ground leases of three
buildings (Westview, Island House
and Rivercross) expire in 22 years;
trying to sell apartments with such
a short life creates little market
value.  Having another 40-year ex-
tension of their ground leases,
however, will create substantial
market value.   As for financing capi-
tal improvements, the buildings do
not have to leave the Mitchell-Lama
system to obtain outside financing
if they are financially sound; if not,
they will still not be able to obtain
such funds.  Leaving the system
does require each building to pay
off its State mortgages.  To do that,
buildings will seek new private
mortgages that expire before the
ground leases.  The longer the
ground lease, the easier it is to ob-
tain a new private mortgage.

3.  Finally, Mr. Berman asserts
that RIOC “takes very seriously our
commitment to Island residents to
maintain the mixed community we
have been for the last 37 years.”  It
is not RIOC’s commitment to Island
residents that is at issue but rather
its Master Lease obligation with
the City which has a “General De-
velopment Plan” that RIOC must
adhere to.  The GDP mandates a
mixed-income Island community

To the Editor:
Over the last two weeks or so,

the Red Bus service has been ter-
rible.  The buses have been run-
ning as much as 20 minutes apart
during both morning and evening
rush hours.

On a recent morning, I was at the
bus stop at the Deli at 7:30 a.m.
Another rider was waiting when I
got there.  The bus didn’t arrive till
7:50.  When it did, only three people
were able to board.  When we ques-
tioned the bus driver, he said two
buses were in the garage and
couldn’t move, so evidently there
was only one bus running.

I thought Roosevelt Island had
new buses that they were getting
ready to place into service prior to
Valentine’s Day.

Last Saturday night we got off the
Tram at 11pm and there wasn’t any
Red Bus at the Tram.  Finally the
MTA bus came along and stopped.

It appears that, with subway-
bound and Tram-bound buses now
starting their runs at the Octagon,
there will be no rush-hour space,
let alone seats, for anyone south
of Manhattan Park.

RIOC needs to address these is-
sues.  Let’s not have a repeat per-
formance of the fiasco two winters
ago, when they completely screwed
up the bus system during the cold-
est weather, without asking drivers
or residents for comments before-
hand.

Rosemary Dringus

Editor’s note:  The WIRE took
round trips on two Red Buses ear-
lier this week.  The timing of each
stop, with delays, are available with
this issue of The WIRE on Website
NYC10044 at nyc10044.com.

Islander Lael Freeman died January 27.  The WIRE has been unable to
reach family members for obituary information.

and permits only a limited percent-
age of apartments to be conven-
tionally financed “market rate”, cur-
rently 25% in Northtown and, due
to a recent amendment, now 60%
in Southtown. RIOC’s extending the
ground leases for Westview, Island
House and Rivercross until 2068
will allow those buildings over time
to become fully market rate, push-
ing the 25% up probably to more
than 80%, thus essentially eliminat-
ing the mixed income community.
To allow that to happen, RIOC must
seek an amendment to the GDP.

Robert Chira

The writer, a longtime resident,
practices law in Manhattan.

Additional letters on page 6

continuing after The Munsters went
off the air.  Lewis opened a restau-
rant with two partners in the Vil-
lage.  “Grandpa” was a success and
allowed the genial host to once
again play the role he loved —
entertainer.  And he loved putting
on the Grandpa costume and mak-
ing appearances, often with his
Munsters co-stars. Halloween was
his busiest season, naturally, but
people were always eager to be in
the presence of the famous
Grandpa Munster.

Neal Altman of Abrams Artists
Agency, Lewis’s long-time agent
said, “A lot of celebrities tend to
shy away from personal appear-
ances, but Al loved them.  I’ve never
seen a guy who was so loved by
people – and who loved being
around people.  It was never about
the money.  Al was truly a charac-
ter in the most wonderful sense of
the word.  Damon Runyon couldn’t
write a character like Al Lewis.”

Grandpa, as so many knew him,
made an indelible impression on
everyone he worked with.  To
Howard Stern, he was “awesome,
one of the most brilliant comedy
actors in the world, and we will
never see the likes of him again.”

When a publisher of children’s
books put out a line of scary books
to encourage kids to read, Al was
delighted to be spokesperson.  Roy
Wandelmaier, now an editor at
Scholastic, reminisced about the
time Al came to promote Deadtime
(Get it?  — Deadtime, not bedtime)
Books.  He walked into a room of
corporate publishing types,

dressed in full Grandpa costume.
Decades later, Wandelmaier remem-
bered the way Lewis  “captured and
captivated the large crowd,” and,
speaking without notes, charmed
everyone in the room.”  Karen
Ingenthron still has the series of
books, and remembers how pleased
Al was to use his celebrity to pro-
mote reading for children.  A vora-
cious reader himself, Lewis often
bragged that he read a book a day.

When old friends and colleagues
reminisce about Al, they always talk
about his personal generosity to
colleagues down on their luck. Al
would offer to accept a smaller fee
for his appearances at Munster
events so that other former Munster
actors could appear and be paid.
When WBAI fired staff, Lewis was
one of the first to contribute to a fund
for laid-off staffers.

Colleagues remember other as-
pects of Al Lewis, notably his pen-
chant for phrases often associated
with small rooms with lots of por-
celain and shiny chrome.  Butch
Patrick (Eddie Munster) remembers
fondly the time that he, Lewis and
John Wayne were eating in the
Universal Studios commissary.
Commenting on Wayne’s roles,
Lewis said, “Duke, your career has
been a series of bowel movements.
First you killed Japs, then you killed
Indians, then more Japs, then more
Indians.  You call that a career?”

He wasn’t loved by everyone.
Randy Credico, a political come-
dian and Director of the Kunstler
Fund for Racial Justice, often ac-
companied Al to correctional facili-
ties, trying to provide support for
prisoners who were caught by the

Rockefeller drug laws.  Credico re-
members the time that the NYS
Commissioner of Corrections
banned Lewis from attending a rally
at a prison.  After that, for years,
Lewis reviled Commissioner Goord
on his WBAI program, calling him
“a fat piece of crap” and other
phrases that barely passed FCC
muster.  In spite of that, or perhaps
because of it, Lewis was one of the
most popular hosts on WBAI.  Pro-
gram manager Bernard White said
the station kept his Saturday noon
spot open for the last few years, in
the hopes that he would be able to
return.  Sadly, that will not happen,
but the station has scheduled a
memorial service on February 18 at
Riverside Church.

When Al Lewis was 13, he ran
off to join the circus.  It was just for
the summer, and it wasn’t a very
glamorous job.  He was assigned
to clean up after the elephants.  The
animals did what they do, and
young Al walked behind with a
shovel, trying to keep the Big Top
clean.  That first taste of show busi-
ness hooked him.  Sixty years later,
he was still trying to clean up, only
this time it was a political system
that he believed in, but found seri-
ously flawed.  Famous for his use
of four letter words, he will be re-
membered most for pointing out
where the sh*t was and cleaning it
up – except that in his later years,
he walked behind politicians who
were both elephants and donkeys.

Wherever Al Lewis is now, he’s
still using four-letter words and still
trying to make the world cleaner.
Even angels sometimes make mis-
takes.

Grandpa from page 1

Q: What Makes Al Lewis Run?
A: He’s Not Just Another Pretty Face
The WIRE published this article
on Al Lewis on July 4, 1998.  With
additional photographs, the full
article is available on Website
NYC10044 in the WIRE archive.

by Sharon Bermon
Less than ten minutes into his

weekly call-in show, Al Lewis is
fighting the good fight against the
forces of greed, stupidity, and –
this particular day – gradualism.  He
has already suggested that the New
York Post should come in strips so
he can use it in his bathroom.  Ada-
mantly opposed to the Yankees’
proposed move to Manhattan (“all
the teams combined pay only
$500,000 a year in taxes”), he ac-
cuses Mayor Giuliani of brown-
nosing George Steinbrenner – but
with language that is considerably
more graphic and anatomically de-
scriptive.

Tapping his feet, bouncing up
and down in his chair in time to the
music, trading quips with his
dreadlocked engineer, Brother
Shine, Lewis takes calls from listen-
ers who have made his Saturday
noon call-in show the most popu-
lar program on WBAI’s weekend

schedule.  His approach: to edu-
cate, enrage, and enlarge the minds
of his listeners by calling attention
to the failings of as many local and
national institutions as possible.

And he loves every minute of it.
With good reason.  A performer
since the age of thirteen, Al Lewis
is auditioning for the biggest role of
his career.  At 88, he’s running for

Governor of New York, having spent
his entire life preparing for a job that
combines his two great passions:
performing, and social justice.

Wait a minute.  Al Lewis?
Grandpa Munster?  Grandpa?

Roosevelt Island residents who
thought they knew all there was to
know about Al Lewis have had their
ideas turned upside down in recent
weeks.  Grandpa was a fixture, some-
one to point out to Island visitors.
Often as not, sitting on a beach
chair on Main Street or hanging out
at Trellis chewing the fat with his
cronies. With his ever present ci-
gar, 60’s pony tail and well-worn
clothes, he was... well, eccentric.
Not at all like another famous Is-
land House resident, the impecca-
bly dressed Kofi Annan, Secretary
General of the U.N.  But on a recent
day, there was Al Lewis, wearing a
beautifully tailored, double-
breasted, dark blue suit.  His hair
pulled neatly back, the only evi-
dence of his sartorial individuality
a broad-brimmed Western hat, he

See Lewis, page 7



– This Weekend –
Double Take, a one-artist show by Esther

Piaskowski Cohen, continuing through Feb-
ruary 19 at Gallery RIVAA, 6-9 p.m. Wednes-
days and Fridays, 11 a.m.-5 p.m. Saturdays
and Sundays.Í

Formal Institution of Rev. Lewis C. Johnson as Vicar,
Church of the Good Shepherd, Sun., Feb. 12, 4:00 p.m., at the
Chapel of the Good Shepherd, 543 Main Street; reception
following.

– The Coming Week –
Toastmasters public speaking group, Mon., Feb. 13, 8:00

p.m.  Visitors welcome.  Information:  212-751-9577.
Community Board 8 meeting, Wed., Feb. 15, 6:30-9:00,

New York Blood Center Auditorium, 310 East 67th St.  Infor-
mation:  212-758-4340 or www.cb8m.com.

RIOC Town Hall Meeting to present the results of RIOC
offerings of several Island properties for investment and
development, including a portion of Southpoint Park, Thur.,
Feb. 16, 6:00-8:00 p.m., Good Shepherd Community Center.

PTA International Dinner, Thur., Feb. 16, 6:00 p.m., PS/IS
217.  For information, call 718-726-8937.

Book Discussion Group, Thur., Feb. 16, 6:30 p.m., at the
Library.  Brick Lane by Monica Ali.

– Future Events –
The Regents (Barbara Ann, 1961)

in concert, Sat., Feb. 25, 8:00 p.m.,
PS/IS 217 Auditorium, sponsored by
the Roosevelt Island Youth
Program’s PS/IS 217 Beacon.Í

Toastmasters public speaking
group, Mon., Feb. 27, 8:00 p.m.  Visi-
tors welcome.  Information:  212-751-9577.

Community Board 8 Speaks, television program, Tue., Feb.
28, 7:00 p.m., Manhattan Neighborhood Network Channel
34 (TimeWarner system).

The Main Street WIRE – Next issue, Sat., Mar. 4, 2006.
(To receive e-mail bulletins between issues, send an AddMe
message to Bulletins@MainStreetWIRE.com.)  Advertising Dead-
line:  Ads in the paper, Thursday, Feb. 23; decision on
circulars/inserts for
The Bag, Mon., Feb. 27;
they are due Thur., Mar.
2.  Future issues:  Mar.
18, Apr. 8 and 22, May 6
and 20, June 3 and 17,
July 1, July 29, Aug. 26,
Sept. 9 and 23, Oct. 7 and
21, Nov. 4 and 18, Dec. 2 and 16.  News phone, 212-826-9055;
urgent matters 917-617-0449.  Phone for display and clas-
sified advertising placement and information, 212-751-8214.
To list your organization’s Island-related event in this col-
umn, e-mail information to ComingUp@MainStreetWIRE.com, or
leave it, addressed to The WIRE, at the lobby desk at 531
Main Street; provide a telephone number for follow-up ques-
tions.  There is no charge for such listings.

Game Night, Sun., Mar. 5, 7:00 p.m., Senior Center (546
Main Street), a fundraising event sponsored by the Eastwood
Building Committee

Toastmasters public speaking group, Mon., Mar. 13, 8:00
p.m.  Visitors welcome.  Information:  212-751-9577.

Book Discussion Group, Thur., Mar. 23, 6:30 p.m., at the
Library.  Love by Toni Morrison.

Toastmasters public speaking group, Mon., Mar. 27, 8:00
p.m.  Visitors welcome.  Information:  212-751-9577.

Book Discussion Group, Thur., Apr. 20, 6:30 p.m., at the
Library.  Bodega Dreams by Ernesto Quiñonez.

Book Discussion Group, Thur., May 18, 6:30 p.m., at the
Library.  The Kite Runner by Khaled Hosseini.

There is no charge to list Island
events here.  E-mail information to
ComingUp@MainStreetWIRE.com or
leave information at the lobby desk at
531 Main Street, addressed to
The WIRE.  Please provide a phone
number for possible follow-up.
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Senior Center
Monday

9:30, Yoga
10-11:30, English as 2nd

Language
10:30, Blood Pressure

Screening
12:30, “Oldies” Movies
1:00, Tai Chi
7:00, Dance Class (Begin-

ners)
Tuesday

9:30-1:00, Free Tax Help
10:00, Chinese Massage
10:30, Shoppers’ Bus
2:00, Bingo
2:00, Painting & Sculpting
7:30, Games (RISA)

Wednesday
9:15, Stay Well
10:00, Heart Health Care
10:30, Computers
10:30, Shoppers’ Bus
7:00, Pokeno (RISA)

Home-delivered meals:
212-744-5022, ext. 1203

Thursday
10:00, Get Stronger Bones
10:30, Creative Arts
12:30, Movie

Friday
9:30, Yoga
10:30, Computers
1:00, Bridge
7:00, Games (RISA)

Saturday
7:30, Bingo (RISA)

Special Events
Tue., Feb. 14, 6:00,

Valentine’s Day Party
Wed., Feb. 15, Atlantic City

trip
Mon., Feb. 20, Office closed

for Presidents Day

Herbert E. Berman, President
Roosevelt Island Operating Corp.

e-mail: HBerman@rioc.com

The
RIOC
Column

The
RIRA
Column

Steve Marcus, President
Roosevelt Island Residents Assn.

e-mail: SteveAtRIRA@verizon.net

The Common Council of the Roosevelt Island Residents
Association has adopted this Position Paper on RIOC’s Pro-
posed Real Estate Initiatives:

Overview
Roosevelt Island is a special community – an Island of

calm in a busy City, a diverse community in a City of ethnic
enclaves, and an affordable community in a City of increas-
ing wealth.  We are losing this character because we lack
basic representation and zoning protections, or any control
over the way we are governed.

RIOC [the Roosevelt Is-
land Operating Corporation],
the Island’s governing body,
is a State authority controlled
by a Board appointed by the
Governor.  They have re-
cently authorized a real-es-
tate firm to formulate and
market five proposals for
Roosevelt Island.

The proposals include
three development plans:

1)  To erect a structure on the east parking lot of Coler
hospital of up to 24 floors.

2)  To raze the Steam Generation plant, Sportspark and the
Tennis Bubble in order to build a commercial facility.  The
winning bidder can also incorporate the Tram station in its
design proposal.  “Big box” stores are specifically encour-
aged.

3)  To develop the northern portion of Southpoint Park for
a commercial or residential development.

Two additional plans involve removing RIOC from facili-
ties management of almost any kind:

4)  To sell RIOC’s entire interest (of 60%) in Motorgate
garage.

5)  To sell RIOC’s management and leasing rights to all
storefront properties on Main Street.

The Residents Association, as an elected body represent-
ing the interests of the residents on Roosevelt Island, has
serious objections to each of these proposals and to RIOC’s
approach to its development and management responsibili-
ties in general.

Development & Zoning
The General Development Plan (GDP) was the blueprint

for Island housing, commercial development, and parkland
for close to 40 years.  Written in 1968 by the foremost city
planners and architects of their time, the plan has well served
the residents and the City that surrounds it.  The plan stipu-
lates that a maximum of 5,100 units be constructed on two
defined areas of Northtown and Southtown.  The rental mix
was set at 80% affordable housing and 20% market.

In recent years, RIOC has chosen to entirely ignore these
fundamental requirements.  RIOC, a State authority whose
board is appointed by the governor, successfully lobbied
the Mayor to amend the GDP.  The Octagon development
was authorized for construction.  Although the project re-
stores a landmark, it also privatizes parkland.  Most impor-
tantly, the development is only 20% affordable, a reversal of
the GDP’s 80% requirement.  In addition, Southtown was
authorized, which has, to date, no provisions for middle or
lower income residents.  When Southtown is completed,
there will be 6,000 units on the Island, and residents will
have been stripped of any zoning protection once afforded
by the GDP.

These new proposals have been formulated without any
public discussion on RIOC’s vision of how the Island should
finally be developed; how residents, workers, or visitors will

access and exit the Island; or how its commercial property
and public facilities should be managed.  In other words,
RIOC has chosen to ignore the GDP without ever discuss-
ing how it should be replaced.

In private discussions with some of the resident RIOC
Board members, we have learned that these proposals were
created and marketed without their knowledge or approval.
One can only conclude that they were formulated as last-
minute giveaways by the Governor’s office and the DHCR.

As residents and taxpayers, we have the right to demand
that plans for our community be carefully thought out by
those who want to make these changes.  They should be
endorsed by our political representatives, who, along with
their constituents, should be given ample input and control
over the final result.

Specific Concerns
1)  Lack of an overall plan
Each of these development plans violates the General

Development Plan.  If RIOC chooses to ignore this plan,
carefully formulated by world-renowned experts, they need
to replace it with a comprehensive plan that defines their
vision for permanent and untouchable open spaces, what
sorts of recreational facilities are to be maintained, how resi-
dents and visitors will enter and leave the Island, and a
complete plan for emergency contingencies.  A reasonable
plan would also clearly address their financial requirements,
and how much they will be receiving for the land and facili-

ties they will be selling off
and, particularly, why it is
necessary to take these
steps immediately.

2)  Transportation
As an Island,

Roosevelt Island has lim-
ited points of access and
egress.  Transportation
decisions need to be care-
fully thought through.  In
addition to concerns
about emergency pre-
paredness, it is apparent
that the Island’s train,
Tram and road facilities
are severely overbur-
dened during rush-hour
periods.  RIRA does not
understand how our
bridge and single-lane
road can accommodate
the deliveries and visitors

to a “big box” store such as a Wal-Mart or Target.
Current residential growth is also of concern.  Commuters

know that they frequently cannot get into packed F trains,
and Main Street is choked with traffic when school buses
arrive and hospital shifts change.  Furthermore, a small
change made to the Red Bus route last year caused the qual-
ity of this service to significantly degrade. Although the
Octagon developer has discussed building a ferry pier near
his site, it is not clear whether such a service is likely to be
instituted, or how much relief it could provide.

RIOC has never offered a plan to ameliorate these prob-
lems, to quantify the negative consequences of additional
population, or to explain how it intends to transport people
to and from the developments that are distant from the cur-
rent Red Bus routes.

3)  Loss of Recreational Facilities and Parkland
Three separate RIOC plans include commercial develop-

See RIRA, page 6

Roosevelt Island is as close to a self-contained neighbor-
hood as exists in New York City, offering an array of ameni-
ties and services unmatched in a mixed-income community.

One of those services is the on-Island bus service, and
starting this week, that service will be provided on new, red,
state-of-the-art buses.  We are having a ceremony to inau-
gurate the new buses at 10:30 on Wednesday, February 15,
at the Tram station, and want to invite all residents to come
out to see and ride them.  They are designed to run on hy-
brid fuels, including electricity and gasoline, and are fully
handicapped-accessible.

The amenities include an unparalleled series of landmarked
monuments and public parks, ranging from the Lighthouse

on the northern tip of the Is-
land to the former Renwick
smallpox hospital, the City’s
only landmarked ruin, in
Southpoint.

The Blackwell House in
the center of the Island dates
back to 1794, having been
the farmhouse home of
Roosevelt Island’s earliest

resident. The Chapel of the Good Shepherd, with its magnifi-
cent rotunda, has become a regular meeting place for Island
residents.

Now we are about to add a new historic presence on the
Island in the Octagon Tower, with a renovation nearly com-
pleted as part of the development of the Octagon apartment
buildings.  The Octagon is the surviving remnant of a 19th

century mental hospital, a time when the City located many
of its medical facilities on the Island.

The amenities include a wide variety of athletic and recre-
ation facilities, as well. The parkland on the Island, includ-
ing Southpoint Park, offer fields for baseball and soccer.

There are outdoor tennis courts and the indoor courts at the
privately-owned tennis center. The promenade that circum-
navigates the Island has become a popular track for walking,
running and bicycling.

Central to the recreational amenities is the Sportspark,
which is large enough to accommodate indoor basketball

and soccer.  The swim-
ming pool also has inau-
gurated a program of
open swim times appro-
priate for all ages that we
encourage residents to
take advantage of.

Adult-only swimming is
set aside twice during the
week, on Tuesdays from
6 to 9 p.m., and Saturdays
from 4 to 7 p.m.  Swimming
for all ages is available on
Thursdays from 6 to 9
p.m. and Saturdays from
12 noon to 3 p.m.  Admis-
sion is $5.  More informa-
tion is posted on the RIOC
website at www.rioc.com.

Last Saturday was the
first open swim, which
brought rave reviews
from those residents who

attended, and we encourage more residents to check the
website and join in the exercise and fun.

These amenities exist for the benefit of our residents.  So
whether you seek to improve your mind or your body, or
hopefully both, we urge you to take advantage of what your
home community offers.
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“Jay Gallagher steps back from a stellar career as a newspaperman to
reflect on the future of the state he loves. With the facts and with brutal

honesty, he explains how government has not only failed to stem the
decline, but has actually made problems worse.  His book should be

required reading ‘… -
 Eliot Spitzer, New York Attorney General

WHY ALBANY DOESN’T WORK AND HOW
TO FIX IT.

Politics Of Decline
By Jay Gallagher, Gannett Newspapers Albany Bureau Chief

Whitston Publishing Company

Available now at
We Are One Boutique.

599 Main Street
Also at Amazon.com and leading booksellers

CHINA 1 KITCHEN
Delicious Chinese Health Food

Order for Delivery or Take-Out
Szechuan, Cantonese & Mandarin Cuisine

Call 212-588-0806 / 0663
Our vegetables are farm-fresh daily, and cooked only with pure
vegetable oil.  We serve brown rice.  All dishes can be altered to

your liking.  Catering for all occasions.

Sunday-Thursday 11 a.m.-11 p.m.
Friday-Saturday 11 a.m.-midnight

FAST Free Delivery (min. $6)
609 Main Street • Roosevelt Island

17

www.East58thStFootCare.com
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212-752-1517
At the heart of the community,

next to the Good Shepherd Community Center

Trellis:  6:00 a.m. to midnight,
7 days every week.  We also deliver.

February
The very name of the month suggests

sluggishness, a kind of flubbing about, an
unexciting “uary” that might as well be “statuary”
or something else unmoving and cold.  Is the best

thing about February the fact that March is
coming in soon and, we may hope, to take its
lamb-like leave?  Or is the best thing about

February the hot coffee at Trellis that takes away
the sting of cold?

See you at Trellis.  Bring a neighbor.

Attention Gifted
& Talented Girls
RABBI  ARTHUR  SCHNEIER
PARK  EAST  DAY  SCHOOL

Limited Number of
Scholarships Available

Grades 1-8
January 2006 & September 2006

• International emphasis
• Differentiated & enriched

General Studies curriculum
• Jewish heritage values & Israel
• Award-winning Math & Art
• E2K Mitchell Excellence program

in Math & Science
• Courses for gifted & talented artists
• High School Preparatory studies

For information contact Debbie Rochlin x1409
164 East 68th St., NY 10021 • 212-737-6900

www.ParkEastDaySchool.org

The Farmers Market

As always, Thank you for shopping with us every Saturday.

Watsontown, Pa.

the highest quality every Saturday at Motorgate

There’s no place like home.
And the food you serve helps make
it the special place it is.  From our
home in the fertile, rolling hills of

Pennsylvania, we bring you the
freshest produce you can serve, to
make home all the more special.

Tax Preparation
On Roosevelt Island

Have your taxes prepared by Certified Public Accountants
and Certified Financial Planners

Great Service & Reasonable Price…
Why leave Roosevelt Island?

Tax Reduction Strategies Electronic Filing
Refund Anticipation Loans Multi State

OFFICE HOURS:
MON – FRI 10 AM to 7:00 PM / SAT 11 AM to 3 PM

We also provide expert assistance in the following areas:

Certified Financial Planning College plans, retirement plans,
estate plans

Investments & Advice  - Investments provided through Genworth
Securities, Member NASD, SIPC  - Stocks, Bonds, Brokerage
accounts, IRA’s, Annuities

Mortgage Financing – Registered Mortgage Broker NYS Banking
Department
Condo loans, co-op loans, 1 to 4 family loans, commercial loans,
mixed-use loans, reverse mortgages.  Loans arranged thru our
network of more than 40 Mortgage Lenders including banks,
savings and loan associations and mortgage banks

Insurance – Life insurance, long term care, apartment insurance
& auto

Real Estate – Purchase, Sales & Rentals on and off Roosevelt
Island

Accountable Financial
Management Corporation

599 Main Street Roosevelt Island

212-644-8231
www.accountfin.com



LICENSED MASSAGE THERAPIST / Certified Reflexologist – Island resident Diana
Brill.  Gift certificates available.  212-759-9042.
EXPERT PIANO REPAIRS & TUNING – Prompt service.  212-935-7510.  Beeper
917-483-1020.
PIANO TUNING – $95.  Formerly with Steinway Concert Department.  Good old
pianos for sale.  Ben Treuhaft, 212-505-3173 / BLT@igc.org.
PROFESSIONAL SKIN CARE on Roosevelt Island by experienced licensed
aesthetician in new modern premises.  212-371-2971.
MAIN STREET THEATRE & DANCE ALLIANCE – Ongoing registration for dance
and theater classes.    212-371-4449.  Unique or period clothing & furniture gladly
accepted.
NOTARY PUBLIC – Roosevelt Island Day Nursery, 4 River Road, 9-3 school days.
212-593-0750.
HEBREW SCHOOL on Roosevelt Island!  First semester begins January, 2006.  K-4th
grade.  For more information, and to register, e-mail eserf0123@yahoo.com.
AVON!  FULLER BRUSH / Stanley Products.  Buy or sell.
www.clickandshopusa.com, clickandshopusa@hotmail.com.  718-485-4183.
WWW.MEGASHOPPINGMALLS.NET – The cheap, savvy, and smart shopper
bookmarks and logs on for fast delivery and rock bottom prices.  Log on today!
CLEANING SERVICE – Residential and professional.  Proprietor of 17 years is RI
resident.  Bonded & insured.  Same personnel each visit.  Call 212-688-6712.
NOTARY PUBLIC –  212-935-7534.
CAT-SITTER – VACATION IN PEACE – Will feed and play with your cat, water your
plants, pick up your mail, etc.  212-751-8214.
EXPERIENCED PAINTER/CONTRACTOR – Excellent Island references, fully insured.
Free estimate.  212-751-8214.
MOVING?  –  Use WIRE classifieds to sell the stuff you’d rather not move.
Reach all of Roosevelt Island and turn your discards into dollars.
ROOSEVELT ISLAND POSTCARDS – Rich color views of Tram by day and
Lighthouse Park by night; sets of 20 (10 each) for $8, or two sets, $15.  Check
payable to The WIRE, to 531 Main Street #413 / NYC10044 with your address,
phone, e-mail address (if available).  Questions:  212-826-9055.  Sorry, no phone or
credit card orders.  Proceeds benefit The Main Street WIRE.

Classified
50¢/word • 212-751-8214

Deadline for Mar. 4 issue:  Tuesday, Feb. 28, 2006
Deadline for Mar. 18 issue:  Tuesday, Mar. 13
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ment in Southpoint Park, the area east of
Coler, the land under Sportspark, the steam
plant, and the tennis club.  Such initiatives
run exactly counter to reasonable public
planning, which attempts to create more rec-
reational options as the population increases.

Open space on Roosevelt Island, due to
its proximity to Manhattan and spectacular
waterfront vistas, is extraordinarily valuable.
Were RIOC to reach out to qualified profes-
sionals, they might discover better ways to
develop such land than with a 24-story build-
ing next to Lighthouse Park, a “big box” store
next to the Tram, or a commercial and/or resi-
dential development in Southpoint park.
Careful and creative planning could find so-
lutions that are “tourist- and resident-
friendly,” and that make the Island a desir-
able destination for visitors.

4)  Loss of Steam Plant
Several energy experts that live on

Roosevelt Island have pitched to RIOC a
plan to refurbish the steam plant with State
funds.  It may be possible to build a modern
low-emissions 30 MW plant, with NYSERDA
funds, that provides low-cost steam to Is-
land residences and hospitals for heating,
that can work “off the grid” to provide en-
ergy to the Island even in a blackout.  Such
a plan merits serious consideration before
the plant is razed for a “big box” outlet.

5)  Parking concerns
Whereas most communities in the five

boroughs offer a variety of parking facili-
ties or street parking options, Roosevelt
Island has a single option – Motorgate.
The fact that this facility is reasonably
priced, and offers a discount for rooftop
parkers and non-reserved spaces, was an
important consideration for many resi-
dents who have moved here.  Privatizing
such a facility will result in higher rates.
Car owners will have little or no recourse if
the owner fails to provide proper mainte-
nance and security.  In this case, RIOC’s
sale of this monopoly to private interests
represents a significant abdication of re-
sponsibility by a government agency that
should have a charter to protect its con-
stituents.

6)  Possible loss of vital commercial ser-
vices

Roosevelt Island has a high proportion of
disabled and/or elderly residents who de-

pend on the local stores to provide for their
basic needs.  If RIOC contracts out full con-
trol of commercial real estate on Main Street,
then, as with the privatization of Motorgate
garage, we lose any ability to ensure that
they will be sufficient to provide for the ba-
sic requirements of the most immobile of our
neighbors.

7)  Reduction in economic, racial and eth-
nic diversity

One of the things that sets Roosevelt Is-
land apart from other neighborhoods is that
our Island is economically and racially mixed.
While New York City is known for its diver-
sity, individual neighborhoods tend to be
divided into ethnic and racial enclaves.  This
is not so on Roosevelt Island, where each
building has a mix of people from around the
world.  It is known as a safe, lovely place to
raise children in an atmosphere of tolerance,
and we wish it to remain that way.  Changing
the affordability mix from 80% down to 20%
or less materially changes the face of our
community, and exacerbates the City-wide
crisis in middle and lower-middle class hous-
ing.

The Role of our State Government
The residential community on Roosevelt

Island was established thirty years ago un-
der a visionary plan that served the commu-
nity with great success.  Those who moved
here were willing to cede their rights of di-
rect local representation for benevolent State
management.

However, under the current administration,
RIOC has chosen to privatize land and facili-
ties, while at the same time denying residents
any form of zoning protection.

While RIOC may see its primary or sole
role as “real-estate management,” it is, in fact,
the sole form of government for Island resi-
dents.  Ideally, RIOC would open its deci-
sion-making function to genuine input and
control of the residents that they are charged
to serve and protect.  However, if RIOC feels
that governing the Island is too onerous a
task, we prefer that they permit elected City
representatives to take over, rather than sim-
ply selling off large pieces of our community
to private interests.

We are reaching out to our elected repre-
sentatives and all other interested parties to
help preserve the promise and ideals upon
which our community was founded.

East Side access are the most significant
projects in New York City, and probably the
nation… It’s no longer a question of whether
they will be built, but how fast.”

Construction on an East Side Access
(ESA) project has already begun.  It will con-
nect the Long Island Rail Road’s (LIRR) Main
and Port Washington lines in Queens to a
new LIRR terminal beneath Grand Central
Terminal in Manhattan.  To cite a few bless-
ings, the new connection will increase the
LIRR’s capacity into Manhattan, dramatically
shorten travel time for Long Island commut-
ers, and provide a new commuter rail station
in Sunnyside, Queens.

A Second Avenue subway taskforce has
been formed to oversee and ensure the proper
implementation of the project.  According to
Petrocelli, contracts for the first phase cov-
ering the tunnel segment from 99th to 62nd
Streets “will be awarded this year… and con-
struction plans are well underway.” He added
that the first phase will be completed in six
years, with a total estimate of $3.8 billion.
When this phase is completed, 202,000 rid-
ers are expected to board the new line each
day.

Subway from page 1

by Linda Meyers
Roosevelt Islanders were treated to a magical evening of fellowship and good cheer by

the Korean community on Saturday evening, February 4, at the Senior Center.
The food was delicious and the warm feelings that were generated were contagious.
Dolores Green, President of the Roosevelt Island Senior Association (RISA), introduced

the evening that was to follow.  Sonia Jang hosted.
A surprise was promised and no one was disappointed.  Kyu-Kon Lee, the President of

the Korean-American Society, presented an envelope containing almost $500, all of the
proceeds from the event, to the Eastwood Building Committee (EBC) Legal Fund.  The entire
amount was forwarded to the committee’s attorney.  The Chair of the Eastwood Building
Committee, Fay Vass, announced that $1500 is still owed.  The next fundraiser for the
Eastwood Building Committee will be held Saturday, March 4, with a Game Night with fun
for all.  The “famous Dominic (Sciallo)” received a plaque for his many years of service to
the Korean-American community and the Senior Center.

Everyone at the event received a beautifully painted fan and fresh flowers were at each
table.  A colorful fashion show of Korean clothing rounded out this most exciting event!

RISA Observes Korean New Year

RIRA from page 3

The Roosevelt Island Toastmasters International Speaking Club celebrated its 25th anni-
versary Monday night, January 23, at the Manhattan Grille. Marlene Flom was the Toast-
master and host of the evening.  Joan Geier, the first president of the Roosevelt Island unit,
was present, along with her husband, Walter.  Some of the other original charter members
were also present at the dinner:  Bernie and Naomi Silverman, Sue Brown, Jill Burk, and Doris
Chernik.

Marlene Flom and Sue Brown organized the evening program around the theme, Inspira-
tion.  Each group of four spoke on some aspect of inspiration.  (In Toastmasters, every
event becomes an opportunity to speak.)

The Roosevelt Island chapter meets on the second and fourth Monday of each month.
For further information, call Doris Chernik at 212-751-9577.

Toastmasters 25th Anniversary

To the Editor:
The Board of the Island House Tenants

Association wishes to express our appre-
ciation to all the wonderful volunteers who
were so generous with their time during the
recent IHTA Board election.

Because of your help and support, we were
able to hold open and fair elections – critical
to reaching our common goal of affordable
housing for all.  Thank you. We hope to be
able to reciprocate in the future.

Volunteers included:
Sandy Newell, Coler-Goldwater
Joyce Mincheff, Eastwood
Mickey Bauer, Rivercross
Mary Camper-Titsingh, Rivercross
Ethel Romm, Rivercross
Ron Schuppert, Rivercross
Margie Smith, Rivercross
Erin Feely-Nahem, Westview
Sherie Helstein, Westview
Matthew Katz, Westview
Damon La Scot, Westview

Dorothy Davis, Chair, IHTA

To the Editor:
The Roosevelt Island Chamber of Com-

merce would like to thank our community,
management, and organizations for their
generous contributions for the holiday lights.

RI Housing Management ......... $1100
Blackwell Management .............. 1100
Southtown ................................... 550
Rose Associates (Rivercross) ...... 275
NY National Bank ......................... 275
St. Frances Cabrini Church .......... 275
PS/IS 217 PTA .............................. 200
RI Senior Association .................. 100
RI Disabled Association .............. 100
RI Historical Society .................... 100
Dr. Katherine Grimm ...................... 50
Dr. Jack Resnick ............................ 50
Dr. Lawrence Itskowitch ................ 50
RI Nails .......................................... 50
China One ..................................... 50
Capri Pizzeria ................................. 50
Island Newstand ........................... 50
M&D Deli ...................................... 50
We Are One ................................... 50
Trellis ............................................. 50
Fish Store ...................................... 25
Any balance is paid by the Chamber.

Julia Palermo

More LettersMore LettersMore LettersMore LettersMore Letters

Know your Island’s history.
See the TimeLine at nyc10044.com.

Significant progress has been made in
obtaining funding for the project, and last
year  New York voters approved $450 million
for the Second Avenue subway in the Trans-
portation Bond Act; additionally, Maloney
led efforts in Congress to direct $25 million
to the project (for a total of $36.5 million in
federal funding over the last six years).
These funding infusions, combined with
$1.05 billion in funds previously authorized
by the State, have put the MTA in a strong
position to negotiate a full-funding agree-
ment with the Federal Transit Administra-
tion (FTA) for a full federal match.

In discussing the Second Avenue subway
in its Report on New Starts for FY2006, the
FTA says that “it believes that this project
should receive special funding consideration
because it has earned a “highly recom-
mended” rating, and the State and local fi-
nancial investment in the project is unusu-
ally large.” The FTA expects to make a full-
funding agreement for East Side Access later
this year, and to approve a final design re-
quest for the subway in the next few months,
which will then put the project in position
for a full-funding grant agreement.



Jack Resnick, M.D.
Board-Certified Internist, FACP

Specialist in Adult Medicine

212-
832-2310

501 Main Street
Roosevelt Island, N.Y. 10044

Health Plans Accepted
Aetna/USHealthcare
Empire Blue Cross
CIGNA  GHI  HIP

Multiplan
Oxford

United Healthcare
Medicare

House Calls

For the frail elderly
and the

homebound
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Proudly Serving Roosevelt Island for Over 12 Years
Twice Daily Monday to Friday plus Saturday morning

• Exceptional Quality Dry Cleaning
• Shirts Laundered
• Expert European Tailoring
• Suede, Leathers, and Furs Cleaned
• Storage Available
• Draperies and All Household Items

• Free Pick-up and Delivery
• Concierge or to Your Door
• Storage Available
• Complimentary Laundry Bag
• Convenient Monthly Billing
• Corporate Accounts Welcome

37-22 34th Street • Long Island City • NY • 11101
TEL:  718-729-4566 • FAX:  718-729-4344

Authentic Thai Cuisine
A “Star” in Astoria for “glorious” Thai cooking.

–Zagat survey – rating 24
Superior Thai cooking

–Newsday

Thai cuisine
Where Thai food stays Thai

Catering for all occasions
– We deliver to Roosevelt Island –

www.ThaiRestaurant.US
Free Parking

24-42 Steinway Street • Astoria, NY 11103
Tel. 718-545-2874, 718-545-0743

Open 7 days a week, 12:00 noon-11:00 p.m.
Major credit cards accepted

ATTORNEY ON
ROOSEVELT ISLAND

Long-time Roosevelt Island resident

Free consultation for Island residents
Evening and weekend appointments available • Home visits

• Divorce & Family Law
• Personal Injury Law
• Criminal Law

PHILIP GRONER, ESQ.
67 Wall Street, 22nd Floor, #8028
New York, New York 10005-3111

Office 212-709-8028 • Cell 917-539-6415

• Wills, Trusts, & Estates
• Real Estate:  Closings
• Business Law

was on the way to a photo shoot for Esquire.
What’s happening?  Unless you’ve been

living in a coal mine for the last two months,
you know that Al Lewis is running for Gov-
ernor as the Green Party candidate.  The
Greens, best known for running Ralph Nader
for President, probably don’t have a chance,
and deciding to put Lewis on the ticket was
initially perceived as an attention-grabbing
stunt by some.  But Craig Seeman, New York
State Campaign Manager, sees Lewis as a
legitimate candidate, “a grassroots activist
who shares our politics and goals.”  And
Lewis doesn’t have to win to help the Greens
(as they call themselves) in a big way.  If
Lewis gets 50,000 votes, and Seeman is con-
vinced he will, the Green Party will have a
ballot line and be on voter registration cards
for several future elections, “and that will
make it easier for activists all around the state
to run in local races.”  As if that statement
isn’t strong enough, Seeman goes on to say
that “if you vote for the losing major party
candidate in New York State,  (probably the
Democrats this year) it will be a wasted vote;
if you vote for Al Lewis, you will create a
new political party in New York that will be a
victory for all activists.”

Several months ago, Seeman began to lis-
ten to Lewis on WBAI and discovered that
many of his positions were identical to the
Green platform.  After hearing Lewis say, on
air, that taking action was more important
than complaining, Seeman contacted Lewis,
who after some discussion, agreed to be
nominated at the August convention.  For
now, the radio show that started it all can
continue, but FCC regulations will require him
to give it up once he is an official candidate.

Lewis is fond of a Molly Ivins quote about
“dancing with the one what brung ya.”  But
he says, “I’m a political person but I’m not a
politician...  Nobody brung me.  I paid my
own way to the dance.”

Lewis’s initiation to social activism came
early.  The son of a Russian-born Jewish
mother who was the first of her family to come
to the U.S., Lewis grew up respecting learn-
ing and hating oppression.  A circus per-
former at 13, Lewis eventually earned a Ph.D.

Lewis from page 2 in Child Psychology because “it was a chal-
lenge and I thought I could contribute.”
Challenging and contributing, two themes
that have resonated throughout his life.  But,
disliking “the paperwork,” he left psychol-
ogy after two years.  As a busy full-time ac-
tor, he worked in radio, movies, and of course
in television, first in Hollywood in Car 54,
Where Are You? and then moved to New
York for the Munsters role that changed his
life and made him recognizable all over the
world.

But Lewis was always an activist, and
when he had a chance to work at WBAI, he
jumped at the chance to have a forum for
voicing his irreverent and outspoken opin-
ions.  WBAI Program Director Samori Marks-
man sees him as an inspiration to listeners,
not just because he is “a fountain of youth”
but because “he is not afraid to say what he
believes.”  And he regularly urges his listen-
ers to action.  Taking a page from Mayor
LaGuardia, who read the comics to the chil-
dren of New York, Lewis regularly reads from
some of the 60 American and foreign news-
papers and magazines to which he sub-
scribes.

On a recent program, he was most pas-
sionate about a book suggesting that the
Nazis were tolerated because they commit-
ted their atrocities in a series of steps and
that “if Jews had been gassed in ’33 instead
of ’43, people would have been horrified and
done something.”  Lewis asserts that the
process of “gradualism” “is happening in
the U.S. today and power-grabbing gradual-
ists are taking over more and more of Ameri-
can life.  To Lewis, “going along just to get
along” is “being a ‘good German.”

Asked his definition of a happy life, Lewis
says, “The secret is to find something you
love to do, and then spend your life doing
it.”  When will her 88-year-old husband re-
tire?  Karen Ingenthron-Lewis says ada-
mantly “my husband is never going to re-
tire!”  Lewis backs her up by saying,  “What
would I retire to – the rocking chair?”

What is important to Lewis, he makes clear,
is “the struggle – the advancement of
people.”  And he makes it even clearer that,
for him, the struggle will not soon end.
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OLYMPIC CAR SERVICE

1-718-626-80001-718-626-80001-718-626-80001-718-626-80001-718-626-8000

Ask  for your special RI  resident’s discount card
Call us about your return trip from the airport

All discounts included in airport fares:
JFK $29 • LGA $14 • Newark $58+toll

On all other fares:
$1 off any fare under $20
$2 off any fare over $20
Save this Coupon

Use mailbox services from The UPS Store.®   We’ll help you run your business 
more efficiently with:

•  Secure, 24-hour access.* Get your mail when it works with your schedule, 
plus your mail stays safe and confidential  

•  Mail holding and forwarding.**   Great for business trips

•  A real street address, not a P.O. Box, for a more professional image 

•  Package notification, so you’ll know when your package arrives

•  Call-in MailCheck.®   Don’t waste a trip—just give us a call to see if you have mail

So don’t you worry about a thing. Stop by and get all the details!

Looking for a better mailbox?

Get 3 months free with a 1-year service agreement.* 

1173A SECOND AVE
BET 61ST & 62ND 

NEW YORK, NY 10021

1275 FIRST AVE 
BET 68TH & 69TH

NEW YORK, NY 10021

 *Available at participating locations.

**Additional fees may apply.
 ©2006 Mail Boxes Etc., Inc.

RRRRRooseooseooseooseoosevvvvvelt Island Felt Island Felt Island Felt Island Felt Island Familamilamilamilamilyyyyy
& Cosmetic Dentistr& Cosmetic Dentistr& Cosmetic Dentistr& Cosmetic Dentistr& Cosmetic Dentistryyyyy

Our philosophy:  Our office offers adults
and children a Quality Dental Service with
gentleness, compassion, thoroughness, and
respect for their time at a moderate dental
cost.  Services include Bonding, Veneers,
ZOOM! In-Office Bleaching, Implants.

Some of the Dental Plans we
accept toward payment:

21st Century, Cigna,
 Aetna, Prudential, USHealthCare,

Guardian, First Fortis, etc.

Lawrence Itskowitch, DDS, PC
Treating residents 24 years

501 Main Street • 212-752-8722

Daytime Hours:  Mon., Fri. 9-6; Tue., Wed. 12-5; Thur. 3-7
Evening Hours: Tue., Wed. 6-9

Met Life in-network participant
Delta Dental in-network participant

Katherine Teets Grimm, M.D.
Board Certified Pediatrician

501 Main Street  •  Roosevelt Island  •  212-753-5505

Have a happy, healthy school year!

Office Hours
Monday & Thursday • 9 a.m. -12 noon

Tuesday • 12:30 - 4:30 p.m.
Wednesday & Friday • 1:30 - 5:30 p.m.

Coverage provided at all times, when office is closed,
by Dr. Grimm or by her group, Uptown Pediatrics.

We provide comprehensive health care to children and adolescents.
Dr. Grimm is also qualified to evaluate and treat allergy and asthma in adults.


